[Dengue: sero-epidemiological survey and virological surveillance in Campinas, São Paulo, Brazil].
The epidemiology of dengue in the municipality of Campinas, São Paulo, Brazil, was studied in 1998 using a randomized sero-epidemiological survey. Epidemiological surveillance data from 1996-2003 were also analyzed, with an emphasis on virological surveillance. 1,260 individuals participated in the survey and had blood samples drawn by finger stick on filter paper. Blood samples were tested by EIA-ICC, an enzyme immunoassay using infected cells as antigen. Dengue antibody prevalence (14.79%) was lower than in other surveys in other States of Brazil, but higher than in two other serological surveys in São Paulo State. Dengue antibody prevalence was far higher than the reported case incidence during the 1996, 1997, and 1998 epidemics. Antibody prevalence and reported case incidence in different health districts were disproportional. The article concludes by recommending further research on the significance of transmission rates during epidemics and more intensive virological surveillance, especially in years with few reported cases.